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Answers 

1. How does Spradley understand the relationship between knowledge, behavior, and 

artifacts? How does he connect knowledge, behavior, and artifacts to symbolic 

interactionism? 

According to Spradley, when ethnographers explore other cultures, they must take 

into account the following fundamental aspects of human experience: what people do 

(cultural behavior), what people know (cultural knowledge), and what people produce and 

use (cultural artifacts). These three components are the fundamental factors which define the 

concept of culture: the acquired knowledge people use to interpret experience and generate 

behavior. (Spradley, J. Culture and Ethnography.).  The concept of culture as acquired 

knowledge, as Spradley states, has a lot in common with symbolic interactionism because 

this theory seeks to explain human behavior in terms of meanings. 

2. Spradley discusses how a rescue attempt of a woman was interpreted differently by 

the people involved, what was the basis of their respective interpretations? 

The differences in the interpretation of a rescue attempt, according to Spradley’s 

explanation, are concluded in the fact that two groups of people each had elaborated cultural 

rules for interpreting their experience and for acting in emergency situations, and the conflict 

arose, at least in part, because these cultural rules were so different. (Spradley, J. Culture and 

Ethnography.).  

3. As explained by Kuhn, how are scientific "facts" created and challenged? How do 

scientists support their theories and methods when they don't fit the "rules" of accepted 

science? 

According to Kuhn, scientific “facts” are created being based on the preceding 

scientific achievements which are recognized by scientific community and used as the 

foundation for its further scientific activity. The main challenge such scientific “facts” meet is 
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the necessity that their principles coincided with the principles of basic paradigms and the 

“rules” of accepted science. However, paradigms can change, and scientists can support their 

theories and methods by two ways: through discovery – novelty of fact or by invention – 

novelty of theory.  

4. Describe examples of beliefs, rituals, taboos, and fetishes, and their meaning in 

your own life (or in the lives of people you know), and how outsiders could misinterpret their 

significance. 

Let me describe an example of taboo and how it can be misinterpreted by outsiders. 

One of my friends is a committed Christian. She lives strictly in accordance with the rules of 

Bible; so, she wears only long skirts and dresses and never puts on make-up. This is a taboo 

for her. Those who do not know about her deep commitment to the religion just consider her 

as an old-fashioned person with the absence of taste, ability to dress with elegancy and to 

look after her.  

5. How do you explain the difference between rational and irrational behavior in your 

own life? 

If to speak about the examples of rational and irrational behavior from my own life, I 

can tell about one of my habits. I always try to buy and read printed books even in case when 

it is difficult to find a desired book at the book stores or it is very expensive. This habit may 

seem to be irrational to others because nowadays, it is possible to find any book in electronic 

version in the Internet and download it free. Yet, I am absolutely ensured that my behavior is 

rational. Therefore, one and the same behavior can be interpreted in different ways; all 

depends on our subjective perception.  


